sopher, says that stealing a pearl necklace was nothing compared
to what he did as an air force officer.

Aubrey.
" / was hardly more than a boy when I first
dropped a bomb on a sleeping village. I
cried all night after doing that. Later on
I swooped into a street and sent machine
gun bullets into a crowd of civilians; women,
children and alL I was past crying by
that time. And now you preach to me
about stealing a pearl necklace. Does'nt
that,seem a little ridiculous."1"
Epifania in the Millionairess says that she is a capitalist under
capitalism but would become a socialist under socialism.2 The
dramatic device, by which this determinism of man by society
is portrayed, is an invention by Shaw. It is the objective self-
consciousness of his central characters. This is Shaw's substitute
for the soliloquy of the old dramaturgy. On closer consideration,
we find that Shaw's device is not artificial like the soliloquy, but
more natural and true to life. In the modern age, the sense of
man's thought being conditioned by his social position has become
a commonplace of life. A corollary that follows from this propo-
sition is that, if man is made by the circumstances, he can remake
himself by remaking society.
From the beginning, drama, no doubt, presented man as inetr-
acting with his environment. But the characters did not under-
stand the forces that were making for their happiness or misery.
The realization that society is a giant participant in human affairs
is quite modern. It has been digested by Shaw into the blood-
stream of his plays.
In introducing the new factor, that society is an agent of human
suffering, Shaw was part of a modern movement in drama. Another
1.    Too true to be good p. 1159.
2.    Millionairess p. 1284, 2. a.
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